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Executive Summary

An electronic survey was carried out from August to November 2022 amongst Christians in Malaysia concerning the perception of LGBTQ 
issues in the Malaysian context. 

The survey collected a total of 1391 respondents comprising major Christian denominations such as Roman Catholics, Pentecostals, 
Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans, Presbyterians, and also independent churches. Over 45% of the respondents were below 40 years of age. 

Here are some of the key findings of this survey:
1. Majority of heterosexuals do not accept LGBTQ identity. Yet, there is still a small minority that is open to LBGTQ identity.
2. Most believers recognise marriage as a covenant between a man and a woman.
3. Over 16% of the participants agree (and 15.06% are unsure) that a confessing LGBTQ person is acceptable to be part of the clergy, 

pastoral staff or church leader. 
4. Over 12% of the participants (and 18.15% are unsure) will leave the church if a confessing LGBTQ person is not admitted as a church 

member.
5. A substantial majority affirmed that the Bible does not permit LGBTQ. However, almost 23% of the participants believe that the 

Scripture has been misinterpreted by the church to forbid homosexual practices. 
6. Over 11% agree, and 14% are unsure that a person can be a Christian and a homosexual at the same time. Only 65% of the participants 

below the age of 40 disagree with the same statement. 
7. More than 98% of clergy affirm that the Bible forbids LGBTQ practices. 95.45% disagree with same-sex unions in the church. 
8. A small percentage (5.84% agree and 12.41% unsure) of the clergy are open to confessing LGBTQ individuals to be made part of the 

clergy. 
9. Most churches do not have any trained counsellor or support group to help those who are struggling with same-sex attractions.
10. There is a small minority of believers who struggle with same-sex attractions and looking for help. 



Survey Methodology

1. This survey was conducted via a randomised online poll 
using Survey Monkey to get opinions from churches in 
Malaysia.

2. From the outset, we wanted only to include the opinions of:

• Malaysian Christians residing in Malaysia

• Above 18 years old

• Consent to participate in the survey

3. The survey was initially in the English language. 

4. The survey was distributed via email and WhatsApp groups 
to various individuals and church groups.

5. No survey recruitment phase was conducted as it was 
distributed through networks of Christian communities.

6. Survey did not feature any qualitative phase of the study 
(focus groups) to validate assumptions. 

7. The length of the interview was approximately 6-7 minutes 
with 53 questions using multiple choice responses.

Part 1. Demographics 10 questions

Special Category: For Clergy Only 6 questions

Part 2. Worldview 11 questions

Part 3. View of the Church 10 questions

Part 4. Habits/Choices 16 questions

Total 53 questions

Total Responses: 1391

Total Completed Responses: 1,036 (74%) 



Legend for the slides
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Definitions

Binary

Gender binary is the concept that there are only two distinct and opposite genders, male and female, and that each individual can only 

belong to one of these two categories based on their biological sex.

Bisexual

A person who is sexually or romantically attracted to both men and women or to more than one sex or gender.

Clergy 
This refers to the pastor/priest who leads the congregation in the Church. 

Church leader 
This inclusive term refers to all who lead in the church in all kinds of ministry.  

Conversion therapy

Conversion therapy, also known as "reparative therapy," is a practice that attempts to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender 

identity. This type of therapy often involves psychological or spiritual techniques, such as talk therapy, behavioural conditioning, or prayer, 

in an effort to "cure" or change a person's sexual orientation or gender identity.

Drag queen

A person, typically a male, dresses up in exaggerated feminine clothing and adopts a feminine persona for entertainment or performance.



Definitions

Gay 

The term "gay" is used to describe a person who is primarily or exclusively attracted to people of the same gender.

Homosexuality

Homosexuality refers to sexual attraction, romantic love, or sexual activity between members of the same gender.

Lesbian 

A term used to describe a woman who is primarily or exclusively attracted to other women.

Liberal 

Referring to those who hold the worldview of liberation theology, which tends to advocate for deconstructing traditional views of sex and 

marriage. 

Non-binary 

A term used to describe individuals who do not exclusively identify as male or female, or who reject the gender binary of male and female 

altogether.

Pastor/Priest 

Those who oversee the congregation in the church. This includes both full-time and bi-vocational church leaders who serve as the 

shepherds of the flock. 



Definitions

Queer 

The term "queer" is a term that has been historically used as a derogatory term to describe individuals who do not conform to traditional 

gender and sexual norms. It is now used by some individuals as an umbrella term to describe a wide range of non-heteronormative sexual 

orientations and gender identities, including but not limited to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and non-binary identities.

Revisionism 

Revisionism refers to the process of revaluating, revising, or rewriting historical events, interpretations, or theories.

Same-sex attraction 

Same-sex attraction refers to a person's romantic or sexual attraction to individuals of the same gender.

Same-sex blessing

Same-sex blessing refers to a religious or spiritual ceremony that recognizes and affirms the love and commitment between two 

individuals of the same gender. Same-sex blessings are typically performed by clergy members or other religious leaders and may take 

place in a variety of settings, including places of worship, private homes, or public venues.

Same-sex union 

A same-sex union refers to a legal or formal partnership between two individuals of the same gender. This partnership can take different 

forms depending on the country and legal jurisdiction, and may include marriage, civil unions, domestic partnerships, or other types of 

legal recognition.



Definitions

Same-sex marriage

Same-sex marriage refers to the legal recognition of marriage between two individuals of the same gender. It is a form of legal recognition 

that grants same-sex couples the same legal rights and protections afforded to opposite-sex couples.

Transgender 

Individuals whose gender identity and/or gender expression do not align with the sex they were assigned at birth.



Survey Objectives

When we first considered conducting this survey, we wanted to answer the following questions:

1. What do Malaysian Christians think about the current LGBTQ movement?

2. Do Malaysian Christians believe that LGBTQ lifestyle is in accordance with the teachings of the 
Bible?

3. What do the clergy think?

4. What do those age below 40 think?

5. Perceptions on the Church’s approach/response on matters related to LGBTQ

6. Habits and choices on spiritual matters of the respondents



Demographics (1)

Profile of respondents

The survey was conducted via a randomised online poll from August to mid-November

2022. We polled only those who professed themselves to be Christians, are at least 18

years old and are currently residing in Malaysia. The respondents included major

denominations such as Roman Catholics, Pentecostals, Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans,

Presbyterians and many members who are from independent churches. It was a

randomised poll mostly circulated via email and WhatsApp through various

denominational representatives.

Overall, we received a total of 1,264, with female respondents (689 or 55%) participating

compared to male respondents (508 or 45%). Only 7 respondents (or 0.55%) of the survey

claimed to be non-binary. The majority of the respondents were married (51.82%), while

those who were single consisted 45.41% of the total number of respondents (see Chart 2).

While most completed the survey, some did not. Hence, the total number of respondents

to some questions may differ, but still yields some important insights for analysis

purposes.

Majority of the respondents are aged between 18-24 (15.59%) followed by those aged 50-

54 (11.00%), 30-34 (10.84%), 60-64 (10.84%) and other age groups as per Chart I.

Those aged below 40 years of age consisted of over 45% of the survey respondents, which

provided a good base for us to gain some insight into the view of younger respondents.

Chart 1: Age group of respondents

Chart 2: Marital status



Demographics (2)

Chart 3: Education qualification of all respondents 

(top) compared with the educational qualifications 

of those below 40 years old (bottom)

Educational background

Most of the respondents were well-educated. Of the total respondents, a majority had at

least a university degree (43.27%), followed by postgraduates (22.10%) and diplomas

(12.33%). Of the respondents, 7.30% had professional qualifications, while another 4.11%

had theological training (theological certificate, degree or PhD).

For respondents aged below 40, more than 55% had at least a university degree, and

another 13.71% had a postgraduate degree. In this group, 5.45% had a professional

qualification. However, only 1.93% of them had some sort of theological training.



Demographics (3)

Denomination affiliation

Obviously, the denominational affiliation of survey respondents can impact their

worldview, especially when it comes to a controversial subject such as LGBTQ.

Some denominations have an official position on LGBTQ, while others have yet to publicly 

codify their position. Despite that, many denominations have made some form of 

statement accepting any recognition of LGBTQ in terms of a marriage union or civil union. 

Pentecostals (24.6%) comprised the largest group of respondents, followed by

Methodists (20.3%), Baptists (13.9%), with about 12.6% of the respondents identifying

themselves as non-denominational. We surmised that this survey is fairly distributed

among major denominations. Chart 4: Denominational category



Views of the younger generation                                                         
Below 40

Among those aged 40 and below, 35% of the respondents were aged 18-24 while those aged 30-34 accounted for 24% of respondents 

35%

21%

24%

20%
0%0%0%0%0%0%

18-24 25-29
30-34 35-39
40-44 45-49



Marital status and educational level (1)
Respondents are mostly well educated, having at least a diploma

Most respondents are married (51.82%) compared to those who are single (45.41%), widow/widower (1.42%) and divorced (1.34%). From an 

educational background standpoint, most respondents had a degree (41.93%) followed by masters degree (22.1%). From the responses, we can 

surmise that the respondents mainly were an educated group, with about 90% of them having at least a diploma-level education. 



Marital status and educational level (1)
Below 40: Marital status and highest education

Majority of the Below 40 respondents have at least a degree (56%)



Denominational affiliation                                                              
Side by side comparison

Generally the same composition except for a marked increase in Roman Catholics amongst Below 40

All Below 40



Survey responses                                                                         S 

Survey attracted most responses from church members, church leaders and pastors 

The responses received are mostly from ordinary church members (47.8%) followed by church leaders (26.4%). Pastors and priests account for 

almost 10% of the respondents. Total number of clergy: 133



Members, regulator worshippers, etc                                       
Below 40 compared the rest in terms position and church membership status  

Question: I am a …….in the church that I attend

All Below 40



Part 1: 
What do Malaysian Christians think about the current 
LGBTQ movement?



Personal stance towards the LGBTQ                                                           
All respondents (n=1,069) 

I am a heterosexual, but I can accept…

Majority of heterosexuals who 
responded to the survey are not 
able to accept the people who 
identify as LGBTQ (79.1%). The 
percentage of those who can 
accept people who identify with 
the LGBTQ group are merely at 
a smaller percentage. 



Understanding of marriage                                                           
All respondents (n=1,069) 

What is your understanding of marriage as a covenant?



What about same-sex union in church?                                        
All respondents (n=1,069) 

Would you agree to allowing same-sex union in your church? 



Acceptance of LGBTQ in church                                                            
All respondents (n=1,069) 

Which of the following would you be willing to accept as your church members?



Willingness to accept LGBTQ in church                                                           
All respondents (n=1,069) 

Would you agree to having a confessing LGBTQ individual as a member of the clergy, pastoral staff or church leader?

A very worrisome discovery
Sadly, a very high percentage of 
current Christians are agreeable 
(over 16%) or are unsure (over 
15%) when it comes to accepting a 
confessing homosexual as part of 
the clergy, pastoral staff or church 
leader. 



Propensity to leave the church                                                           
All respondents (n=1,069) 

Would you leave your church if those who confess to being LGBTQ are not admitted as church members?

Trouble brewing…
Similar to more some church members 
who are more accepting of the 
homosexuals being accepted to 
positions of leadership, many are ready 
to leave their current in protest (over 
12%) and another 18% are unsure 
whether they will leave the church.



Part 2: 
Do Malaysian Christians believe that LGBTQ lifestyle is in 
accordance with the teachings of the Bible?



Bible knowledge on matters relating to LGBTQ                         
All respondents (n=1,069) 

In your opinion, does the Bible permit LGBTQ practices

An overwhelming majority (over 90%) 
are clear that Bible does not permit 
LGBTQ



Church practices according to the Bible                                                          
All respondents (n=1,069) 

Do you think that the Bible verses used to forbid homosexual practices have been misinterpreted by the church?

But cracks begin to appear…
Surprisingly, almost 23% of 
Christians believe the scripture is 
being misinterpreted by the 
Malaysian church. Another 
significant 19% are unsure



Can LGBTQ members have a lasting relationship?                                  
All respondents (n=1,069) 

In your opinion, does the Bible permit a monogamous, faithful and lasting homosexual relationship?

Revisionism and liberal scriptural interpretation 
has emerged
While still a relatively small number of Christians 
believe that the Bible actually permits a faithful, 
monogamous homosexual relationship, the 
majority (over 81%) say emphatically that the 
Bible not permit such a relationship. 

Another significant 9.54% of respondents are 
unable to make up their minds on the Bible’s 
teaching regarding this issue



Being a Christian and a homosexual                                                           
All respondents (n=1,069)

What do you think of this statement: "A person can be a Christian and homosexual at the same time. The Bible allows it." Do you agree?

Majority of the respondents do 
not agree that a person can be a 

homosexual and a Christian at the 
same time (over 74%). 

However, a significant (over 25%) 
are either unsure or agree that 

one can be a Christian and a 
homosexual at the same time.



Part 3:
What do the clergy think?  



Tell us about your sexual orientation                                                  
All Clergy (n=110) 

Do you consider yourself to be ...

An overwhelming majority of the clergy 
(over 91%) affirm heterosexuality. 

All Clergy



Most clergy agree that the Bible forbids homosexuality
…but 11% of them say Church has misinterpreted Bible verses

In your opinion, does the Bible allow LGBTQ practices?

An overwhelming number of clergy

who responded agreed that the

Bible forbids any kind of homosexual

or deviant sexual practices. Only two

clergy opined that the Bible allows

LGBTQ practices

Interestingly, more than 11% 

of clergy say church has 

misinterpreted the Bible, 

which is traditionally believed 

to be against homosexuality



Are the clergy changing their views on homosexuality?
Interestingly, 5.8% of clergy agree to gay clergy while another 12.4% are unsure

Would you agree to confessing LGBTQ individuals to be made part of the clergy?

Encouraging convictions but…
Majority of clergy (81.8%) affirm that those who 
admit to being part of the LGBTQ community should 
not be admitted as clergy. Nevertheless, a total of 
28.3% of the clergy agree or are unsure. 

…and some admit to same-sex attraction
Some clergy admit struggling with same-sex 
attraction (5.1%), but majority of the clergy (91.9%) 
do not have any struggles with same- sex attraction. 



Understanding of marriage                                                           
All Clergy (n=110) 

What is your understanding of marriage as a covenant?

An overwhelming majority of the clergy 
(over 95%) affirm that marriage is only 

between a man and a woman



Can LGBTQ members have a lasting relationship?                                  
All Clergy (n=110) 

In your opinion, does the Bible permit a monogamous, faithful and lasting homosexual relationship?

Firm convictions by clergy
Majority of the clergy (over 90%) do not 
accept revisionist or liberal 
interpretations of scripture with regard to 
faithful and monogamous homosexual 
relationship



What about same-sex union in church?                                        
All Clergy (n=110) 

Would you agree to allowing same-sex union in your church? 

Firm convictions by clergy
Clergy says No to same-sex unions in the 
church!



Acceptance of LGBTQ in church                                                           
Clergy only (n=110) 

Which of the following would you be willing to accept as your church members?

Openness and love from the clergy
While the majority of clergy do not support same sex unions 
nor approve of homosexuality, they have an open mind when 
accepting professing homosexuals, queers and other non-
binary individuals as members of the church 

Would you leave your church if 

those who confess to being LGBTQ 

are not admitted as church 

members?



Being a Christian and a homosexual                                                           
Below 40 (n=110)
What do you think of this statement: "A person can be a Christian and homosexual at the same time. The Bible allows it." Do you agree?

An overwhelming majority of the clergy 
(over 95%) affirm that marriage is only 

between a man and a woman



A worrying situation
Over 78% of the clergy admit that their church has no trained counsellors to assist on LGBTQ matters 

Does your church have trained or certified counselor(s) to help those who are struggling with LGBTQ tendencies?

Most from the clergy say that their

church does not have trained or

certified counsellors to help those

who are struggling with LGBTQ

tendencies (78.10% or 107 out of

the 137 who answered) while those

who said “Yes” to this question only

comprise of 8.76% or 12 out of the

137 who answered.



On LGBTQ tendencies (1)                                                                     
All Clergy (n=102)

I have been secretly having same sex attraction

I know same-sex attraction or LGBTQ 

tendencies is wrong. I want to change 

and am looking for help.



Part 4:
What do those age below 40 think?  



Bible knowledge on LGBTQ practices                                          
Below 40 (n=322)

In your opinion, does the Bible permit LGBTQ practices?

Do you think that the Bible verses used to 

forbid homosexual practices have been 

misinterpreted by the church?



Understanding of marriage                                                           
Below 40 (n=322) 

What is your understanding of marriage as a covenant?

Close to 90% of those below 40 

affirm that marriage is between a 

man and a woman…but



Can LGBTQ members have a lasting relationship?                                  
Below 40 (n=322) 

In your opinion, does the Bible permit a monogamous, faithful and lasting homosexual relationship?

Would you agree to allowing 

same-sex union in your church? 



Willingness to accept LGBTQ in church                                        
Below 40 (n=322) 

Would you agree to having a confessing LGBTQ individual as a member of the clergy, pastoral staff or church leader?

Deeply conflicting convictions…
Majority of those aged below 40 
(over 80%) affirm that the Bible does 
permit a faithful, monogamous 
homosexual relations NOR would 
they agree to same-sex unions in the 
church (over 80%).
Surprisingly, close to 20% of the 
same group would be agreeable to 
having a confessing LGBTQ individual 
as a clergy, pastoral staff or a church 
leader .
Another 18.6% of the same group are 
undecided.  



Acceptance of LGBTQ in church                                            Below 40 

(n=322) 

Which of the following would you be willing to accept as your church members?

Would you leave your church if those 

who confess to being LGBTQ are not 

admitted as church members?



Being a Christian and a Homosexual                                                           
Below 40 (n=322)

What do you think of this statement: "A person can be a Christian and homosexual at the same time. The Bible allows it." Do you agree?

Even more deeply troubling 
convictions. The young appear 
very vulnerable…
Majority of those aged below 40 
(over 80%) affirm that the Bible does 
permit a faithful, monogamous 
homosexual relations NOR would 
they agree to same-sex unions in the 
church (over 80%).
Surprisingly, only 65% of the same 
group disagree that one can be a 
Christian and a homosexual at the 
same time



On LGBTQ tendencies (1)                                                                  
Below 40 (n=296)

I have been secretly having same sex attraction

….yet there may be some hope
A huge percentage of those who took 
this survey are not secretly having 
same-sex attraction or answered “No” 
to the question (89.29%). There are 
also participants to the survey who 
confess to be having this kind of 
attraction but the percentage is small 
(5.15%). 



On LGBTQ tendencies (2)                                                                  
Below 40 (n=49)

I know same-sex attraction or LGBTQ tendencies is wrong. I want to change and am looking for help.

HELP is needed!



On LGBTQ tendencies (3)                                                                  
Below 40 (n=49)

Where do you prefer to look for help (on matters regarding same-sex attraction or LGBTQ tendencies)?

Diverse opinions
To those who answered this question, a high percentage of 
respondents will prefer a private Christian counsellor/therapist for help 
on matters regarding same sex attraction or LGBTQ tendencies 
(32.65%). On the other hand, a significant 34.69% of the same group 
say that they are not seeking any help for their same-sex attraction.



On LGBTQ tendencies (4)                                                                  
Below 40 (n=49)

I keep my LGBTQ tendencies or practices away from my family. My family do not know.

I prefer not to tell my family about my 

homosexuality or LGBTQ tendencies because ...



Views on Conversion Therapy                                                                  
All respondents (n=49)

Do you agree that conversion therapy for LGBTQ is a good solution to overcome same-sex attraction?



Part 5: 
Perceptions on the Church’s approach/response on 
matter related to LGBTQ  



How is the church addressing LGBTQ issues                                         
All respondents (n=318)

My church is addressing the same sex attraction and LGBTQ issues in an unbiased manner

Not all are convinced that the 
church being unbiased towards the 
LGBTQ group
Opinion appears to be divided between 
those answer in the affirmative (41.57%) 
compared with those who are unsure 
(40.85%). A significant 17.58% of the 
respondents answered in the negative.



How is the church addressing LGBTQ issues                                           
All Clergy (n=104)

My church is addressing the same sex attraction and LGBTQ issues in an unbiased manner



How is the church addressing LGBTQ issues                                         
All non-Clergy (n=104)

My church is addressing the same sex attraction and LGBTQ issues in an unbiased manner



How is the church addressing LGBTQ issues                                         
Below 40 (n=295)

My church is addressing the same sex attraction and LGBTQ issues in an unbiased manner



Church’s relationship with LGBTQ                                               
All respondents (n=984)

In your opinion, how is your church treating those who profess to belong to the LGBTQ community?

More than half say that the Church is 
generally fair to those who identify as 
LGBTQ….but there is a lot of work to do to 
bridge the worlds and show the love of 
Christ



Church’s relationship with LGBTQ                                                 
All Clergy (n=104)

In your opinion, how is your church treating those who profess to belong to the LGBTQ community?

The clergy seem to be convinced that it is 
being fair to all, but…



Church’s relationship with LGBTQ                                               
All non-Clergy (n=880)

In your opinion, how is your church treating those who profess to belong to the LGBTQ community?

Congregation members seem to be divided 
on the same issue of fairness…



Church’s relationship with LGBTQ                     
Below 40 (n=295)

In your opinion, how is your church treating those who profess to belong to the LGBTQ community?

While those aged below 40 are most 
unsure if the church is being fair to all



Malaysian church and the LGBTQ community                           
All respondents (n=984)

What do you think about this statement: "The Malaysian church is unfairly treating those who openly profess being homosexuals or being a 

member of the LGBTQ community". Do you agree?

On this question, the recorded 
response is mainly that many are 

unsure as to whether the 
Malaysian church is unfairly 

treating those who are 
homosexuals or members of the 

LGBTQ community (46.95%). Close 
to this is the answer “No” where 

there are those of the opinion that 
the Malaysian church is being fair 

to such individuals (35.47%). 



Malaysian church and the LGBTQ community                       
Clergy only (n=104)

What do you think about this statement: "The Malaysian church is unfairly treating those who openly profess being homosexuals or being a 

member of the LGBTQ community". Do you agree?



Malaysian church and the LGBTQ community                       
Clergy only (n=880)

What do you think about this statement: "The Malaysian church is unfairly treating those who openly profess being homosexuals or being a 

member of the LGBTQ community". Do you agree?



Malaysian church and the LGBTQ community                       
Below 40 (n=295)

What do you think about this statement: "The Malaysian church is unfairly treating those who openly profess being homosexuals or being a 

member of the LGBTQ community". Do you agree?



Teaching by the church on LGBTQ                                           All 

respondents (n=984)

Has your church conducted any teaching or training on issues related to LGBTQ?

The Church Needs to Train Its 
Members about LGBTQ
Noticeably the highest response was to 
the answer that their church has not 
conducted any teaching or training on 
issues related to LGBTQ but they will 
attend should the church conduct a 
training on such issues (40.04%). On the 
other hand, the number of those who 
said “Yes” on their church having 
conducted such training is not that far 
from those who replied “No” (at a 
combined percentage of 35.37%). From 
this group only a mere 10.37% have not 
attended the teaching or training 
conducted which then demonstrates 
that most are keen to attend such 
teaching or training. 



Teaching by the church on LGBTQ                                         Clergy 

only (n=104)

Has your church conducted any teaching or training on issues related to LGBTQ?

The clergy are keen to be trained on how to 
address matters related to LGBTQ… 



Teaching by the church on LGBTQ                                         Non 

Clergy (n=880)

Has your church conducted any teaching or training on issues related to LGBTQ?

Members of the congregation are also 
willing to be equipped…



Teaching by the church on LGBTQ                                         Below 

40 (n=295)

Has your church conducted any teaching or training on issues related to LGBTQ?

…so are the below 40. This presents a huge 
opportunity to educate, create awareness 
and equip the church to handle this issue in 
a caring and effective manner, taking into 
consideration the sensitivity of the 
individual and their family



Part 6:
Habits and choices on spiritual matters of the respondents  



Church attendance (1)                                                                            
All respondents (n=1,006)
How often do you attend church regularly (either physically or online)?

Most Attend Church 
Regularly
Most of the participants to the 
survey attend church regularly 
(either physically or online) 
and it is recorded at 83.90%. 
The remainder from this 
number attend their church 
periodically with a small 
percentage of respondents 
that avoid the church (0.99%). 



Church attendance (1)                                                                            
All Clergy only (n=102)
How often do you attend church regularly (either physically or online)?



Church Attendance (1)                                                                          
All non-Clergy (n=904) 
How often do you attend church regularly (either physically or online)?



Church Attendance (1)                                                                        
Below 40 (n=305) 
How often do you attend church regularly (either physically or online)?



Church attendance (2)                                                                            
All respondents (n=1,006)
How often do you attend church meetings (meetings include: cell groups/home fellowships, Bible study groups, etc)?

Most Respondents Attend the 
Other Meetings in Church as 
well
Most of the respondents have 
indicated as well that they do attend 
church meetings other than the 
weekly church services whereby 
most of them attend most of the 
meetings conducted by the church 
(43.94%). Out of this question, only 
21.97% claim that they don’t miss 
church meetings.



Church attendance (2)                                                                            
All Clergy (n=102)
How often do you attend church meetings (meetings include: cell groups/home fellowships, Bible study groups, etc)?



Church attendance (2)                                                                            
All non-Clergy (n=904)
How often do you attend church meetings (meetings include: cell groups/home fellowships, Bible study groups, etc)?



Church attendance (2)                                                                            
Below 40 (n=305)
How often do you attend church meetings (meetings include: cell groups/home fellowships, Bible study groups, etc)?



Church attendance (3)                                                                            
All respondents (n=1,006)
How often do you attend church prayer meetings?

Most Respondents Attend 
Their Church Prayer Meetings
For this question, unlike church 
services, most would try to attend 
their church prayer meetings as 
often as they can (39.86%). Even 
then, there is a somewhat high 
percentage of them attending their 
church prayer meetings every week 
(27.04%). 



Church attendance (3)                                                                            
All Clergy (n=102)
How often do you attend church prayer meetings?



Church Attendance (3)                                                                    
All non-clergy n=904 
How often do you attend church prayer meetings?



Church Attendance (3)                                                                    
Below 40 (n=305) 
How often do you attend church prayer meetings?



On reading the Bible (1)                                                                       
All respondents (n=1,006) 
How often do you read the Bible?

An impressive number of 
respondents read their Bible 
daily
The respondents to this question 
certainly read their Bible daily whereby 
51.59% responded “Daily” with a mere 
2.68% that shared that they don’t read 
the Bible. This could be the explanation 
for the high percentage of respondents 
against the ideology and  practices of 
the LGBTQ group. 



On reading the Bible (1)                                                                       
All Clergy (n=102) 
How often do you read the Bible?



On reading the Bible (1)                                                                 
All non-clergy (n=904)
How often do you read the Bible?



On reading the Bible (1)                                                                 
Below 40 (n=305)
How often do you read the Bible?

Those aged below 40 do not 
read the Bible as often as the 
other age groups
Among those below 40, only 39% 
read the Bible daily. This may 
influence their worldview and the 
way they interpret the scriptures



On reading the Bible (2)                                                                 
All respondents (n=971)
I use various Bible study tools and biblical literature to examine what the passage means or teaches

Bible being studied by most 
respondents
In terms of using Bible study tools and 
literature to examine on the Bible 
passage that they are reading, a high 
percentage of respondents are of the 
answer that they use such tools as 
much as they can (35.94%). The next 
answer with a closely high percentage 
is that most of the time, there are 
respondents who use such tools to 
examine the Bible passages that they 
are reading (25.64%). 



On reading the Bible (2)                                                                 
All Clergy (n=102)
I use various Bible study tools and biblical literature to examine what the passage means or teaches



On reading the Bible (2)                                                                 
All non-clergy (n=869)
I use various Bible study tools and biblical literature to examine what the passage means or teaches



On reading the Bible (2)                                                                 
Below 40 (n=296)
I use various Bible study tools and biblical literature to examine what the passage means or teaches

Root of the problem?
Perhaps the lower rate of 
individuals who read the Bible 
and diligently examine the 
scriptures is one of the main 
reasons for the various 
differences of opinion? 



Accepting leader’s teachings on LGBTQ                                                
All respondents (n=971)
I accept my bishop/pastor/church elder's teaching or views on matters relating to LGBTQ (whether pro-gays or against gays) and do not question 

their interpretation



Accepting leader’s teachings on LGBTQ                                                
All Clergy (n=102)
I accept my bishop/pastor/church elder's teaching or views on matters relating to LGBTQ (whether pro-gays or against gays) and do not question 

their interpretation



Accepting leader’s teaching on LGBTQ                                         
All non-clergy (n=869)
I accept my bishop/pastor/church elder's teaching or views on matters relating to LGBTQ (whether pro-gays or against gays) and do not question 

their interpretation



Accepting leader’s teaching on LGBTQ                                   Below 

40 (n=296)
I accept my bishop/pastor/church elder's teaching or views on matters relating to LGBTQ (whether pro-gays or against gays) and do not question 

their interpretation



Conclusion:
Way forward and recommendations



Some observations
Some factors to take note of

1. Generally, Malaysian Christians are not in favour of LGBTQ practices. Malaysian Christians disagree with the revisionist and liberal 

interpretations of Biblical passages.

2. But the tide may be slowly changing. While most clergies oppose LGBTQ as being a Biblical teaching, of particular interest is the small 

number of clergy who are struggling with same-sex attractions. 

3. Non-clergy members of the church also appear to be sympathetic to the LGBTQ cause. Many are unsure of how to cast their lot –

whether to remain conservative or join the revisionist/liberal movement

4. Younger church members are significantly affected as they appear to struggle to be faithful in interpreting Biblical passages with the 

right exegetical approach. One reason may be the lack of time spent reading and studying the Bible deeply.

5. Denominational impact and decisions are also clearly observed. While clergy appear to toe the line in terms of leadership decisions, 

church members appear to want to make up their own minds and disagree with the leadership in matters related to LGBTQ.

6. Lack of training and ministries for helping individuals with same-sex attraction is apparent.

7. One positive aspect is that church members are willing to be trained and be better equipped to handle LGBTQ issues 

8. Lack of comprehensive response from the church towards revisionist/liberal interpretation of Biblical passage relating to LGBTQ



Recommendations
Suggestions for action

1. From the survey results, it is clear that the church needs to equip itself with trained or certified counsellors to help those 

struggling with LGBTQ tendencies. The comforting fact is that the clergy who participated in the survey have identified that 

most of them are certain about the orthodox Biblical position on the question of LGBTQ.

2. Most church members are just as certain that the Bible prohibits LGBTQ practices and that marriage is strictly between a 

man and woman. The majority agree that Bible says does not condone a monogamous, faithful and lasting homosexual 

relationship. Revisionist and liberal approach is rejected. What is needed is perhaps to have training on how church 

members can be of friend or help to those who might be struggling with LGBTQ issues. 

3. It is recognised that the church appears to have much more to do when it involves issues of LGBTQ. It needs to be bold to 

address the issue, teach and train its ordinary members about such issues, and treat those of LGBTQ groups without 

prejudice. 

4. Christian leaders should consider publishing more frequently on answering LGBTQ issues. The church should provide sound 

biblical responses through social media, the medium where LGBTQ advocates constantly spread their ideologies to affect the 

younger generations. 



National LGBTQ Perception Study 2022
Thank You!
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